Draw Me a Prairie: part 1

Objective:

Background:

Materials:

Procedure:

Prairie Poem:

Sudents will defineahabitat. They will recognizethat ahabitat can belarge or
smal. Students will identify what living things need to survive.

A habitat is theplace where aplant or animal gets dl thethings it needs to survive,
such as food, water, shelter, and space for having and raising offspring. A habitat

may be 100 square miles of areafor amountain lion or asing e plant for an insect.
The prarie and theforest are habitats, but so is atree, so is the cave.

When peoplethink of theprairiethey think of an endless sea of swaying grasses that
are hip degp and generdly golden. Whilethis may at first seemtrueit redly
overlooks the fact that there are bushes, flowers, cacti, trees, and many animas and
other things that aso can befound in the prairie. Animals and plants tha live on the
prarie have their homes there. They mug find everythingthey need to survivethere,

A treemay serve as part of an organism’s habitat, or it may bethe organism’s entire
habitat. For example, atree may providefood for squirrels and anest sitefor robins.
But lichens and moss get everythingthey need from growingright onthetree. The
treeitsdf needs ahabitat to survive.

Enclosed poems about the prairie, pictures of the prairie and pictures of trees.

Have the students gand while you read the poems. Whileyou are reading have them
act out what they are hearingand feding. After readingthe prairie poem, show
studentspictures of theprairie. Discuss how thepoem prepared them for seeingthe
pictures. Havethe gudents draw apicture of their idea of the prairie, including some
plants and animals that livethere. Discuss thedrawings. Ask why the drawings look
theway they do. Askwhat the animas will find in this habitat to survive. Will there
befood? Will they be ableto raisetheir youngthere? Isthere shelter for them?

Will there be enough spacefor them? The poem is slightly adapted from David
Bouchard’s book If you're not from the prairie....

Have the students think of ather poems about habitasthat they know. Would a
poem about atree be about ahabitat? Read the poem about thetree. Where does the
treelive? Does thetree have ahabitat? What livesin atree? Isthetree ahabitat?
What is aforest? Havethe students draw apicture of atree and whereit lives or
what might useit as ahabitat.
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If you'renot fromthe prairie, \_{:\_\ ,..W
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You’'ve not heard the grass.

In strong summer winds, the grains and grass bend
And sway to adancethat seems never to end. >\

If you'renot fromthe prairie,

You don't know the sun,

Diamonds that bounce off crisp winter snow,
Warm waters in lakes and ponds tha we know.



Tree poem:

If you'renot fromthe prairie,

You don’t know the wind,

Our cold winds of winter cut right to the core,
Hot summer wind devils can blow down the door.

If you'renot fromthe prairie,

You don't know the sky.

Thebold prairie sky is clear, bright, and blue
Bright, fluffy clouds can be many or few.

If you'renot fromthe prairie,

You don’t know our trees.

Thetrees tha havetaken so long, we watched as they grew
They’reloved and they’ retreasured — the prairie has few.

If you'renot fromthe prairie,
You don’t know our home.

A place where grasses abound and flowers grow, r
A homefor thewildlife, birds and animas we know. ( Q\
| dreamed I / )

| was atree

On ahillside —
Playingwith the wind.
A snow covered tree

Soarklingin the soft moonli ght
With the wind rushing by .
Graceful, growing

Climbing amongthe clouds
Cdmly awaitingthe sunrise.
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